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here are leaders and there is a leader and
good wine needs no bush. The news of the
demise of one of the greatest leaders that Ni-
geria ever produced in person of Alhaji Lateef Kayo-
de Jakande hit the world like a thunderbolt. Alhaji
Lateef Kayode Jakande, who was anicon in the field of
journalism, has left so many legacies that cannot easily
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ily be surpassed and forgotten. He was a journalist of
repute who contributed so much to the development
of journalism and publishing in Nigeria. | will forever
be indebted and grateful to him for the Lagos State
University, which was established during his time as
the executive governor of Lagos State in 1983 and
which my humble-self and so many other "“Greatest
Lasuites” were privileged to attend.

Similarly, | was privileged to meet this great man in
his llupeju residence in 1982 when LASU Champion
magazine was to be launched and | will never forget
his kind and warm reception in a hurry. Even when
he could not attend the launching in person due to
health challenges, he encouraged me and got me
the chief launcher in the person of Late Professor
Femi Agbalajobi, who was then the Lagos state gu-
bernatorial candidate under the Social Democratic
Party (SDP) and so many chieftains of the party, who
graced the occasion at the Lagos State University au-
ditorium and made it a huge success.

The LASU Champion you may wish to know was the
first news magazine published on campus by my
humble-self as a student and which was sold in the
university bookshop. The action of Late Alhaji Lateef
Kayode Jakande boosted my morale and encour-
aged me in no small way and inspired me beyond
the shores of the Lagos state university. | went with
what | gained from within the campus and estab-
lished the first news magazine called “Kebbilight”
during my NYSC days in Kebbi state and | remained
in the state to nurture the magazine for seven years. |
am glad and proud that | am still in publishing today.

One small act of generosity can make a huge differ-
ence in people’s lives. Late Alhaji Lateef Kayode Ja-
kande was a difference maker and he will be missed
by many for his great contributions. He died at the
age of 91. May God grant his soul eternal rest. Adieu
baba.
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